Necrotizing fasciitis caused by Cryptococcus neoformans in a patient with pemphigus vegetans.
Cryptococcosis occurs most often in immunocompromised people. The cutaneous features of cryptococcosis include papules, pustules, nodules, subcutaneous swelling, abscesses, molluscum contagiosum-like or tumour-like lesions, cellulitis, blisters, ulcers and very rarely, necrotizing fasciitis (NF). NF is a destructive soft-tissue infection that is most typically caused by group A streptococci or by a combination of facultative and anaerobic bacteria. We present the case of a 55-year-old woman with pemphigus vegetans, who developed cryptococcal NF in the legs. She had been treated with immunosuppressants including plasmapheresis and pulse therapy with steroid and cyclophosphamide. Cryptococcal NF localized to the legs is very rare. Because diagnosis and treatment of cryptococcal infection is often delayed, clinicians should be aware of the possibility of cryptococcal infection when antibacterial therapy is not effective in an immunocompromised patient.